Dear [[first_name]],
Hi everyone, Merry Christmas and welcome to the December edition...
Thank you for signing up to receive our updates and a big welcome to our new members.

BTH Survey

Better Together Housing Survey
Better Together Housing has partnered with the University of the Sunshine Coast to both
evaluate the program in an ongoing way, and also contribute to a broader research agenda
in understanding the circumstances of Older women in relation to housing and social
connection.
This is a partnership we are very excited about and we want you to be excited about it too!
One of the first ways of contributing is through an anonymous survey.
The data we collect through this survey is completely de-identified (ie. no one can tell that
it is your contribution).
Completing this survey will assist Better Together Housing to understand our members
and the circumstances that led them to our program. Everyone’s life is different, and your
unique voice will help us adapt and respond our program to better meet the needs of the
women who use it.
There will be other invitations to participate in the research for members, and we will let
you know via email and the newsletter. We warmly invite you to complete the survey and
contribute part of your story.
If you have any queries or concerns regarding the survey or the data we are collecting,
please don't hesitate to contact us via info@bettertogetherhousing.com.au
You can go directly to the survey here
We are very grateful for your support and participation. Remember this information is
de-identified. You will not be asked to provide your name or contact details. We cannot
tell who has filled out the survey and who has not, so you can feel secure that your
information is safe.
Thanks for being a part of our community here at Better Together Housing. Together we
can help make Queensland a better place for older women.

Latest News and Articles

Better Together Housing Update
Better Together Housing is starting to get traction across the Mackay and Whitsunday
Regions, with both service providers and community groups getting on board with the project
and events happening in Mackay, Bowen and Cannonvale over the past couple of months.
In Mackay we have held two successful Get Togethers- casual gatherings for women to
connect and chat over morning or afternoon tea. Women have reported that these events are
“great to meet other women in similar situations. It’s a nice small group, easy to talk to.”
At our last morning tea, some of the women indicated they would like to explore local services
available to them that may be able to support them in their search for housing. For our
Christmas Get Together on Thursday the 9th of December at 12pm-1:30pm, where attendees
are invited to bring a plate to share. The women also indicated they were interested in having
a guest speaker, so we have invited Connect Housing to come along and talk about the
services they provide.
In the Whitsundays, we have held three Get Togethers in partnership with the Whitsunday
Council Library with several women interested in the program attending these events. With
little, to no emergency accommodation, or social housing available, Bowen and Cannonvale
are facing a serious housing crisis that has not been seen in the region before. A real estate
agent in Bowen disclosed that they are not even getting a chance to look at new rental
applications, due to a back log of approved applications waiting for housing. Some of the
women were facing similar issues with finding affordable accommodation that was accessible
(ground floor, flat ground) and difficulty in finding properties that accepted pets.
The Cannonvale branch for Zonta have also indicated an interest in supporting the program
and will continue to work with Greater Whitsunday Communities to identify how they can do
this in the New Year.
Some helpful resources we have come across in our BTH journey include:
The Neighbourhood Hub Mackay and Surroundings Emergency Relief and Support flyer
The Lady Musgrave Trust Handy Guide for Women in Need
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Individualised Living Options – it’s all about options
Better Together Housing (BTH) is all about exploring alternative housing options to work out
what will ultimately lead to safe and secure housing. Recently while meeting with Mariejan
Bigby, Manager of Engedi, a local support service for people living with a disability; suggested
there might be potential to link NDIS supported Individualized Living Option (ILO) with the
BTH project. Both initiatives are about increasing choice for participants in terms of their
housing options through a shared housing concept.
An ILO allows NDIS participants to choose the home they live in and set up supports in the
way that best suits them as individuals, allowing them to work out how and where they live
and whether they share with friends, housemates or through a host arrangement where the
individual enters someone else’s home.
The Individual Living Option is funded in two parts, firstly exploring and designing the who,
what, where and how the living arrangement would be supported and sustained. This is not
unlike the process we encourage members to consider with BTH in working out what a
suitable housemate and sharing arrangement might look like.
The second aspect of the funding is to put those supports into place. So, for someone who is
looking for a more affordable housing option, providing some day-to-day assistance to their
housemate in exchange for reduced rent and shared utilities, may be a viable option for them.
If you think you might be interested in exploring ILO as a possible option for you, scenarios
from ILO participants are available here and a valuable resource developed for WA program,
providing a guide to flat mates, home shares and co-residents exploring the concepts of
shared living as a form of support is My Life, Your Life, Our Life . If you would like to talk to
someone about how you might get involved with an ILO, talk to your local BTH Project worker
to connect you to the Local Area Coordinator to discuss the option further.
While this may not be a quick or easy process to get set up, the potential benefits should out
way the hardships. This as a potentially mutually beneficial situation for both BTH members
and NDIS participants, providing choice, stability and a sense of satisfaction for both parties.

Upcoming Events
Keep your eyes peeled for our January 2022 newsletter with dates for our next Get it
Togethers and updates on what the new year will bring for our members.
On behalf of everyone here on the Better Together Housing Team, we would like to thank you
for a wonderful year. We all wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and look
forward to seeing you all soon.
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