Dear [[first_name]],
Hi everyone and welcome to the August edition...
Thank you for signing up to receive our updates and a big welcome to our new members.

BTH Survey
Better Together Housing Survey
Better Together Housing has partnered with the University of the Sunshine Coast to both
evaluate the program in an ongoing way, and also contribute to a broader research agenda
in understanding the circumstances of Older women in relation to housing and social
connection.
This is a partnership we are very excited about and we want you to be excited about it too!
One of the first ways of contributing is through an anonymous survey.
The data we collect through this survey is completely de-identified (ie. no one can tell that
it is your contribution).
Completing this survey will assist Better Together Housing to understand our members
and the circumstances that led them to our program. Everyone’s life is different, and your
unique voice will help us adapt and respond our program to better meet the needs of the
women who use it.
There will be other invitations to participate in the research for members, and we will let
you know via email and the newsletter. We warmly invite you to complete the survey and
contribute part of your story.
If you have any queries or concerns regarding the survey or the data we are collecting,
please don't hesitate to contact us via info@bettertogetherhousing.com.au
You can go directly to the survey here
We are very grateful for your support and participation. Remember this information is
de-identified. You will not be asked to provide your name or contact details. We cannot
tell who has filled out the survey and who has not, so you can feel secure that your
information is safe.
Thanks for being a part of our community here at Better Together Housing. Together we
can help make Queensland a better place for older women.

Latest News and Articles

Better Together Roundtables
In July, Better Together Housing hosted two roundtable information sharing sessions on
the Sunshine Coast. These were advertised on the website and were well attended by both
services looking to support and promote the program, as well as interested women over
55 in the community (who have since signed up as members!)
The question to frame both days was “What's possible when we as a community work
together to improve the lives of older women on the Sunshine Coast?”
We explored what leads women over 55 to housing insecurity and there were a range of
factors both groups identified, with the dominant responses being: a change in
circumstances (physical and mental health, income or taking on family caring
responsibilities) and a lack of affordable housing options on the Sunshine Coast. There
were a range of other factors, and subsequent impacts discussed and it was evident that
there is not just one solution, however programs such as Better Together Housing could
definitely assist as one option.
Groups then discussed solutions, some of which would require broader service discussion,
and included advocating for the relaxation of council laws with regard to dwellings on
properties, tiny houses and overseas initiatives. Options that participants could take
action on immediately included encouraging women over 55 in their networks to join the
BTH program now, even if housing is not currently an issue, as an early intervention
solution, as well as advocating for sharing as a viable option (and not viewing it as a failure
or embarrassment- it reduces the burden of bills and creates social connection).
Program supporters such as local Zonta clubs continued their commitment to support the
program, as well as hosting Get it Togethers. We hope to advertise some regular events on
the website soon.
If at any stage your community groups or organsations would like more information about
Better Together Housing, please feel free to contact us at
info@bettertogetherhousing.com.au and a member of our team can organise to send out
brochures, or come out and talk to your group.
Thanks to all who attended. A summary of each information session will be distributed to
attendees shortly.

'Retiring into poverty'

Photo from ABC News

New YWCA Canberra home aims to provide safe accommodation for women over 50 who
are 'retiring into poverty'
Read More

Avoiding Homelessness

Photo by Sharing with Friends

New concept to see older women living together to avoid homelessness, loneliness
Read More

Housing Older Women Movement

We would like to invite you to take part in a survey to understand the housing and financial
circumstances of older women in Queensland.
Read More

Upcoming Events
Better Together Housing Get Together
Starts: 16 Sep 2021 at 10:30
Ends: 16 Sep 2021 at 11:30
CHANGES CAFE, 172 Shakespeare Street, Bowen, Mackay
Read More
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